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Preview

A full weekend of arts and astro events celebrating
the culmination of ACA’s project

28th - 30th October



“As Above So Below” (AASB) 
is an art, research and 
education project which 
examines the insatiable 

human thirst for knowledge resulting from people’s need to be inspired 
and to progress. AASB began by questioning our human compulsion to 
question, analyse and classify and to be unable to rest content with what 
we already understand or possess.
Advancing on a belief that more is to be found beyond recognised 
horizons, we develop our abilities to navigate and to travel, searching 
ever further through the distances above our heads and below our feet.
Through AASB, ACA has provided an imaginative platform for artists 
and others to engage in these notions of exploration, to undertake 
extensive research and to develop new work which explores 
humankind’s relationship to planet Earth.
Over the past 18 months, artists have used the location of Allenheads 
and the wider North Pennines as a living laboratory for this project.  
They have explored the disused Victorian lead mines, walked on the 
surrounding fell tops and carried out intensive and highly personal 
research into specific lines of enquiry.  Their work has been informed 
and inspired by encounters with a wealth of experts and enthusiasts 
ranging from individuals in the local community, scientists from regional 
universities and managers of archives in national and local museums.
The culmination of this project presents work by more than 18 artists at 
a number of indoor and outdoor venues in and around Allenheads. It 
also showcases the series of workshops for children and adults that have 
been delivered by artists throughout the project, and celebrates the 
building of the North Pennines Observatory on ACA premises which is 
due for completion in December.

We hope you enjoy the results!

Alan Smith & Helen Ratcliffe

All works created in 2016 for As Above So Below unless otherwise stated.
All quotes by the artist – unless otherwise stated.
All exhibitions and events free – unless otherwise stated.



ACA would like to thank the following people for their generous support 
and time offered to the project:

Allenheads Ladies Book Club for baking cakes for the weekend.
Jen Cutter for talking with Jo Hodges about the local tradition of quilting
Craig Davies at High Forest Composites Ltd. for assisting Lucien Anderson in 
fibre glass production.
Raphy Davies, Philippa Hulse and Avril Grundy for helping with event 
preparation.
Alan Donaldson for sharing his expertise in local flora with Christine Mackey.
Mike Garry for bringing a special performance to the weekend programme to 
celebrate the spirit of As Above So Below.
Helena Hay, Sofia Castro and the Dale Singers Allendale for breathing new life 
into long forgotten songs of the Allenheads miners.
Ann Homer at The Allenheads Inn for her generous hospitality to AASB artists.
Peter Jackson for sharing his extensive knowledge of the lead mines at 
Smallcleugh with Louise K Wilson.
Peter Matthews for joining artists underground to explore the potential for 
hydro turbines.
Paul McCourt for working with Bridget Kennedy in the production of drone 
imagery and for providing buoyancy drums for Lucien Anderson.
Dave Pritchard for his conversations with artists and editing skills.
Megan Ratcliffe Smith, Milly and Leonore Frear for serving tea and cakes.
Thomas Truax for performing at the Allenheads Inn in the warm up to the 
AASB final event.
Keith Walker and the Allenheads Trust for assisting Pat Naldi in her research.
Neale Willis for the design work.
A special thanks to Fiona Knox, Maya Horton and Andy Lees at the North 
Pennines AONB Partnership for supporting ACA in delivering the community 
workshops.

ACA’s AASB  programme has been funded by Arts Council England, North Pennines 
AONB Partnership, Active Northumberland and Newcastle University.

Friday

6.30pm
Blacksmith’s Shop

6pm 
ACA Gallery

Reception 

Hodges & Coleman TETHER
Sensory experiential walk

Events are free except Mike Garry’s performance where donations of £10, 
£5 concessions, are requested at the door.
To ensure a place at the following two events, please pre-book at:  
Mike Garry:  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mike-garry-performance-tickets-28722478707
TETHER:  
https://tetheraasb.eventbrite.co.uk

2pm
Heritage Centre
3pm
Village Green
4pm
Heritage Centre
6.30pm
Blacksmith’s Shop
7.30pm
School House

Saturday
Hogg & Vogel

Pat Naldi

Hogg & Vogel

Hodges & Coleman

Mike Garry
plus social supper

Iron River
Live performance
Dale Singers

Iron River
Live performance
TETHER
Sensory experiential walk
Performance poet

1pm
Heritage Centre
3 - 4pm
School House
4 - 5pm
School House
5 - 6pm
School House
6 - 7pm
Blacksmith’s Shop
6 - 9pm
Observatory

Sunday

Star Gazing Evening
Informal social evening with demonstrations and 
hospitality with the North Pennines AONB Partnership and 
the North Pennines Astronomical Society

Hogg & Vogel

Pete Edwards

Bowers & Shaw

Jurgen Schmoll

Hodges & Coleman

Iron River
Live performance
Dark Side of the Universe
Lecture
Emerald Workings
Sound performance
Astrophotography
Lecture
TETHER
Sensory experiential walk

LIVE PROGRAMME

EXHIBITONS OPEN
Friday 4-8pm  Saturday 12-7pm  Sunday 12-7pm
18 artists presenting work at venues around Allenheads



Bill Aitchison
Bill lives between China and London. He studied at University of Wolverhampton, 
Middlesex University and is graduate of Ecole de Mime Corporel Dramatique.
www.billaitchison.co.uk

STUCK IN THE MIDDLE WITH YOU 
Video documentation of performance Allenheads Village, 
August 13th

Bill developed a new performance through a series 
of residencies at Allenheads Contemporary Arts in 
Northumberland UK. The performance came about 
through looking at the global connectedness and 
migration patterns (human and animal) that intersect 
in the village of Allenheads. The resulting work plots the 
global stock market and spread of grey squirrels against 
artistic mobility and the annual grouse shoot, which 
opened on the same weekend as the performance.   

Through weekend
ACA Gallery

Lucien Anderson
Newcastle based artist Lucien is a recent graduate from Newcastle University.
www.lucienanderson.com

PROTOTYPE 2, OR SPLASHDOWN
Floating structure
Lucien Anderson has designed and constructed his 
second prototype habitation module, using the uncanny 
Allenheads landscape as a testing ground. He is 
interested in ‘terrestrial analogue sites’, formidable 
environments on earth where astronauts prepare for the 
future habitation of other planets.

Through weekend
School House
reservoir with video 
relay to observatory

Ilaria Biotti
Artist and researcher Ilaria, was born in Italy and lives in Berlin.  This 
residency was organised in collaboration with Migrating Arts Academies 
(MigAA), Lithuania.
http://cargocollective.com/Ilariabiotti

ON TIME TRAVELLING
Single screen video, 8’20”

“Mineshafts ask you to stop time travelling, to stay in the 
here and now” to quote passages from H.G.Wells The 
Time Machine. To do this, you should avoid everyday 
forms of time travelling, such as the sun light hitting your 
skin from 8 minutes and 20 second in the past.’

Through weekend
ACA Gallery

Jon Bowers & Tim Shaw
John Bowers is a researcher and sound artist improvising with electronic, digital, 
acoustic and electro-mechanical devices.
http://onomaresearch.bandcamp.com
Tim Shaw has worked internationally as an artist, performer, sound designer
and researcher.
https://tim-shaw.net
Both John and Tim work at the Digital Cultures Studio in Culture Lab and in Fine 
Art, Newcastle University, UK.
http://digitalcultures.ncl.ac.uk

EMERALD WORKINGS
Live sound performance
Drawing on the cosmology expressed by Hermes 
Trismegistus in The Emerald Tablet, Bowers and Shaw will 
link above and below through their modular synthesizers, 
self-made instruments and other devices. Taking in 
measurements of solar activity, cosmic rays, the ambient 
environment and the conductivity of the earth, we will 
synthesize a soundscape of data, oscillation, noise and 
sonified human gesture.

4 - 5pm, Sunday 
School House



Mike Garry
Performance poet
Mike is known for his dynamic, intimate and emotional 
performances and we are delighted to welcome him back 
to ACA for a special performance to celebrate the spirit of 
As Above So Below.  
Mike’s recent collaborations include working with New 
Order and performing with Iggy Pop, Patti Smith in New 
York’s Carnegie Hall. This is where classical composer 
Philip Glass first fell in love with Mike’s words and invited 
him to create new pieces together which have received 
great  success in Europe and The United States. 
The evening will conclude with a social gathering for 
artists and audience with a hot supper. Please feel free to 
bring your own drinks.  Suggested donations at the door 
(including supper) £10/£5 concessions.
To be sure of a seat please reserve at: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mike-garry-performance-
tickets-28722478707

7.30pm, Saturday
School House

Bridget Kennedy
Bridget is an artist/sculptor based in Allenheads and a lecturer at Newcastle University.

THE MEASURE OF IT 
Photographic installation
Bridget Kennedy has created a digital image referencing 
the surface area of an Ancient Meer (or Square Meer). 
Taken from research into medieval mining practices, as 
described in Georgius Agricola’s De Re Metallica, Bridget 
will use the prescribed measurements used when claiming 
the right to mine a vein of lead ore as the basis of a digital 
composition. “Every ancient meer was formed of a single 
measure, that is to say, it was 7 fathoms in length and 
width and was therefore square.” p80: De Re Metallica

Through weekend
Gin Hill Mine Shaft

Jo Hodges & Robbie Coleman
Jo Hodges and Robbie Coleman are public artists based in Scotland with a diverse 
practice that explores relationships, systems and change.
www.johodges.co.uk

THRESHOLDS (Proximity, Distance and Loss) 
Video installation. Running time 9’ 24” (looped)
A speculative collision of two ideas separated by three 
years.
Sound: ‘Lost Cosmonaut’. Developed as an experimental 
public FM radio broadcast in 2013. In June 1962, two Italian 
amateur radio enthusiasts picked up what they claimed 
to be the last broadcasts of a crippled Russian spacecraft 
orbiting the Earth and abandoned by the State.
Vision: Black and white imagery of abandoned 
Northumbrian village (Middlehope). 16th June 2016. The 
village, deemed too remote to be supplied with modern 
services and lacking adequate vehicle access, was finally 
abandoned to the elements in the early 60s.

Through weekend
School House
Coal Shed

TETHER - Tenuos Links, Universal Truths 
& Far Away Things
Sensory experiential walk
NUMBERS ARE LIMITED
To be sure of a place please book on the Eventbrite page:
https://tetheraasb.eventbrite.co.uk
Join us on a sensory journey into the dark, exploring 
the forces at play in unseen and in-between spaces. 
TETHER is a participatory, experiential walk exploring our 
relationship to darkness, place, space and each other.  
We will be spending time indoors as well as outdoors. 
Please dress for the weather and wear sensible shoes 
as we will be walking over uneven ground.  Est 45 mins 
(walking section 20 mins)

6.30pm, Friday 28th

6.30pm, Saturday 29th

6pm, Sunday 30th

Blacksmith’s Shop



1. Pat Naldi
 Tim Shaw & John Bowers
 Mike Garry
 Pete Edwards
 Jurgen Schmoll
 Workshop archive
2. Alan Smith
3. Neale Willis
4. Lucien Anderson
5. Pat Naldi (choir)
6. Sabine Vogel
7. Bridget Kennedy
8. Christine Mackey
 Alan Smith
 Ilaria Biotti
 Bill Aitchinson
 Carole McCourt
9. Bennett Hogg & Sabine Vogel
10. Jo Hodges & Robbie Coleman
 Lousie K Wilson

Gin Hill Mine Shaft
The Allenheads Inn

Village Green

Blacksmith Shop

The Hemmel Café

ACA
Gallery

Heritage
Centre

B6295

B6
29

5

7.

9.

8.

10.

Key

2.

1.

4.

3.

North Pennies 
Observatory

ACA
The Old School House

6.

5.

Food & drink
The Allenheads Inn
The Hemmel Café 
The Old School House

Saturday night

Sunday Star Gazers Evening

Serves food all through the weekend
Open ‘til 4pm Saturday and Sunday
Serving tea, coffee and homemade cake

Supper served at the School House after 
Mike Garry’s performance
Soup served at the School House



Christine Mackey
Christine Mackey is an artist and independent researcher, born in Co. Kilkenny and 
lives and works in North Leitrim. This residency was organised in collaboration with 
Migrating Arts Academies (MigAA), Lithuania.
www.christinemackey.com

1 METER SQUARE
Installation
Developed in response to a recorded walk with local botanist 
Alan Donaldson on the 5th July, 2016, Mackey is interested 
in the unique plant communities that exist on Calamarian 
grasslands, a relatively recently-formed habitat found on 
river gravel deposits once contaminated by historic mining. 
The resulting grassland is varied and species-rich. Aware of 
the vulnerability of many of these plants, Mackey sourced 
images from on-line digitised herbariums. In this context the 
work focused upon the construction of alternative histories 
based on the incidental propagation of plants and culture and 
interrogated the significance of naming; categorisation and 
representation constructed as nature/cultural phenomena.

Through weekend
ACA Gallery

Carole McCourt
Carole is an artist/ printmaker based in Allenheads and has recently returned to her 
practice after a gap of 20 years.
www.carolemccourtart.com

‘I CAN’T PROMISE A THROUGH ROUTE, WE DID 
IT, BUT WHERE WE WENT DOG ONLY KNOWS AND 
SHE’S NOT RIGHT SURE EITHER’  
Poem, hand-made book, short story and live readings.
Constructed using handmade paper, found material from 
above and below the ground at Smallcleugh Mine, maps, 
plans, drawings and lino-cuts, ‘the book tells a very personal 
story about my cancer journey echoed through the journey 
underground. It’s about the fragility of life, with the delicate 
paper being bound with heavy lead and about how random 
death can be – one person survives and another dies.’

Through weekend
ACA Gallery

Pat Naldi
Pat is lead artist in the As Above So Below project, and has worked with the 
curators to select artists and develop the programme. Based in London, she is 
a research based artist who draws on contemporary art, visual culture, politics, 
urbanism, and architecture.  She is a lecturer at Central Saint Martins, London.
www.patnaldi.co.uk

ASSEMBLY 2016 
Choral performance, Dale Singers
A community choir based in Allendale, will assemble 
along with the audience, in an outdoor space above an 
old mine shaft, in the village of Allenheads to perform 
a repertoire of songs. Accessed from the British Library 
archives, the song lyrics to be performed were written in 
the early 19th century as critical commentaries on Thomas 
Wentworth Beaumont parliamentarian, owner of the 
Allenheads mines, and much of the surrounding land.

3pm, Saturday 29th

Village Green

WHO OWNS THE LAND? 
Video
The video work Who owns the land? probes private land 
ownership, associated public rights, and notions of power 
and value. Videoed below ground, on the surface, and 
looking above, this work questions: Who owns the land? 
Who owns the ground below? And who owns the sky 
above

Through weekend
(until 3pm, Sunday)
School House

PRIVATE ESTATE
Booklet
The text and image booklet work Private estate considers 
the ad coelum doctrine – a principle of property law – in 
relation to private landed estates.

Through weekend
School House



Alan Smith
Alan is the co-founder of Allenheads Contemporary Arts where he is both an 
artist and curator.
www.acart.org.uk

FROM NVC 100 TO 10 THOUGHTS
We travel not only in the physical sense but also through 
observations, language, experience, thoughts, ideas, 
questions and interpretations. I have chosen to show the 
remake of NVC 100, a work that through a synchronistic 
collective of appropriated texts from educational 
books ‘The Project Club’ (found in the roof of the Old 
Schoolhouse) combined with 10 audio compositions and 
videos, has spawned the thinking behind AASB. 
Reflecting on NVC 100 gave way to ‘10 Thoughts’ of 
the who, what and why we are as individuals and as a 
species; definitive answers to which are unlikely to be 
found but should be valued for the enquiry that follows.”

Through weekend
Studio caravan,
School House Yard

“

Tracey Warr
Tracey Warr lives in SW France. She is a writer working ‘in the vicinity of art’ and 
has published two award-winning novels and many books, essays and articles on 
contemporary art.

MEANDA
Novella
During AASB  Tracey gave talks about her underground 
experiences in the old lead mines near Allenheads and 
in the Pechmerle caves in France.  She experimented in 
writing with the natural ores and minerals found in the 
waters around Allenheads and developed her future 
fiction novella, Meanda, written for the Exoplanet 
Lot exhibition that took place in France this summer. The 
publication of Meanda and her writing workshop with 
Year 5 girls at the Shaftoe Trust Primary School in Haydon 
Bridge can be viewed this weekend.

Through weekend
School House 
Dining room

Neale Willis
Based in London, Neale recently graduated from Central Saint Martins.
www.nealewillis.com

WHAT THE LANGUAGE OF THE FOX?
Sound Installation
If data is an interpretation of patterns, can it be found 
within the land around Allenheads? Does the barbed wire 
that criss-crosses the landscape hold onto something they 
have yet to tell us? 

“What if things could speak? What would they tell us? Or 
are they speaking already and we just don’t hear them?” 
asked Hito Steyerl. 

Through weekend
Forest behind
School House

Louise K Wilson
www.lkwilson.org

THE ADIT 
Installation
A sound and drawing installation exploring partial 
memory and navigation: how do we remember the 
route? The smooth line of a sung ‘glissando’ merges 
with an archive of voices recollecting a journey taken 
underground. One side of a vinyl record transports you 
from the Smallcleugh Mine entrance through the labyrinth 
of passages and caverns to the ‘Ballroom’, the reverse 
side takes you back to the surface. 

Through weekend
Upstairs Blacksmith’s 
Shop



Bennett Hogg & Sabine Vogel
HORSE TRACK (Sabine Vogel) 
Sound installation
‘It is the most unnatural thing for a horse to go into a dark 
tunnel, where they cannot follow their instinct of being 
a flight animal. The piece is an aural memorial for the 
horses who entered here and worked during the victorian 
lead mining era, sometimes never seeing the light of day 
until they retired from service.’  The flute was played and 
recorded in the tunnel.

Through weekend
Allenheads Horse 
Track Heritage Site, 
Village Green

IRON RIVER (2015 Bennett Hogg & Sabine Vogel) 
Sound and video installation with live performances
‘Most of the water in and around Allenheads is full of iron, 
some literally rust in colour. The rusty strings of the found 
piano echo this abundant ore, which was extracted and 
treated to become iron, lead, silver. Captured by contact 
microphones, the sounds are modified and treated just like 
the ore.’
The artists will perform live with the installation with bass 
flute and the piano frame.

2 & 4pm, Saturday
1pm, Sunday
Heritage Centre

CAIRN (2014 Sabine Vogel) 
Sound and video installation
‘Up there at the cairn above the School House, breathless 
and numbed by the beautiful view and the cold January 
wind, I placed bansuris’ (Indian wooden flutes) in 
the ground.  They were played by the icy wind and 
accompanied by myself on flute and piccolo, whilst 
thinking about the exploitation of minerals, animals and 
people that had gone before in the name of lead mining.’
Sabine will perform live, occasional and spontaneous 
accompaniment to the audio visual installation.

Through weekend
School House

Lectures

ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY 
Lecture
Jurgen is an Astronomer and Instrument Scientist at the 
Centre for Advanced Instrumentation, Department of 
Physics, Durham University.  His presentation will show 
how astrophotography works. After introducing techniques 
available for the amateur using a digital SLR camera, he 
will introduce ways in which the images can be stacked and 
enhanced to create stunning imaginary of space.

5 - 6pm, Sunday
School House

Dr Jurgen Schmoll

DARK SIDE OF THE UNIVERSE 
Lecture
Most of our universe is missing! When we look into the night 
sky we realise there is much more out there than meets the 
eye. Our universe is filled with mysterious dark matter, whose 
gravity provides the cosmic glue that holds it together, and 
dark energy which is slowly tearing the universe apart. This 
talk turns to the dark side of the Universe. Peter will reveal 
the nature of the dark stuff, explain how we know it is there 
and explore what it does.

Dr Peter Edwards
Peter is Director of Science Outreach and Science and Society at the Department 
of Physics, Durham University. He is a member of the Centre for Extragalactic 
Astronomy and the Institute for Particle Physics Phenomenology.
Pete’s enthusiasm for cosmology is infectious, a great speaker who can enthral 
audiences of all ages and interest levels (although probably not suitable for the 
very young).



WORKSHOPS
Throughout the year artists have run 
a series of workshops for children and 
adults which will be showcased at the 
weekend. The workshops include a 
future fiction writing workshop with 
Tracey Warr, Pinhole Photography 
with Aline Bouma, Cave Painting 
with Bridget Kennedy, World of Web 
by Linda Garrard, Out of this World 
and monoprint workshops by Carole 
McCourt.

NORTH PENNINES OBSERVATORY 
The weekend also previews the 
North Pennines Observatory which is 
currently being built on ACA premises 
and is due to open in December. It will 
become a focal point for astronomers, 
enthusiasts, schools, community 
groups and artists. 
The observatory has been designed 
by students from Newcastle University; 
Becky Wise, Katie Fisher and Noor 
Jan-Mohamed, in partnership with 
xsite Architecture and has been 
funded by the North Pennines AONB 
Partnership thanks to a grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund.



ACA
Allenheads Contemporary Arts
www.acart.org.uk
email: helens@acart.org.uk
mobile: 07966257276

“From our primary position of birth we are 
manoeuvred by others until we are able 
to stand upright, walk, think, discover and 
invent for ourselves. Moving forward with 
eyes configured to scan the horizon, we 
advance. Fuelled by our inherent human 
conditions of curiosity, ambition, cooperation 
and competition our language evolves, 
bringing creativity, invention, critique and a 
diversity of deliberations and interpretations.
Spatio-temporally occupying planet Earth, 
we advance beyond our own horizon; 
travelling and shifting our gaze to discover 
something that will improve our scientific, 
spiritual or metaphoric experience of it.  
Advancing our ability to navigate and travel; 
scrutinising the stuff in front of us, above our 
heads and below our feet for greater profit 
and better understanding of our position 
within it.”
Alan Smith


